
Call for Public Health Accountability in International Trade Agreements 
The Free Trade Areas of the Americas (FTAA) would apply to all 34 countries in the western hemisphere, except 
Cuba.  It would threaten measures that protect health, that provide access to medications, and that assure the safety 
and affordability of vital human services, including health care, water, education and energy. Under the FTAA, 
vital human services are tradable commodities. The FTAA would grant rights to foreign private corporations to 
legally challenge domestic policies assuring that these services are safe, affordable and accessible, as potential 
barriers to trade. Appointed trade tribunals, which deliberate secretly without public accountability, would have the 
power to decide whether regulatory protections of our health and of vital human services conflict with trade rules, 
and to impose financial penalties on the U.S. and other countries that exercise those protections.  These troubling 
restrictions mirror provisions of the World Trade Organization (WTO), the General Agreement on Trade in 
Services (GATS), the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property (TRIPS) and the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). We are concerned that:   
 
1. The Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) and similar agreements place commercial interests above health.  
 
2. The FTAA threatens to pre-empt a wide range of US laws, rules, policies and programs that protect or enhance 
the public’s health, and that provide or regulate vital human services. Weakening our right to protect health and 
vital human services puts our nation's health at risk. The FTAA could limit the ability of Congress, or any state or 
region, including health authorities, to enact and enforce standards for:  

Hospitals, nursing homes, and home care, including quality and staffing 
Health insurance, including standards for performance and patient protections  
Health professional training and licensing, enabling downward harmonization of standards 
Affordable, accessible medications, including for crises such as AIDS and SARS 
Public subsidies for health and other vital human services  
Environmental protections 
Occupational safety and health  
Tobacco, alcohol and firearms: tariffs and distribution   
Public administration of safe water and sanitation 
Working conditions including living wage ordinances, which help protect economic security 

 
3. The FTAA would increase pressure to privatize health care systems, while weakening regulation of private 
corporations, with destructive effects on the practice and outcomes of medical care, and on quality, affordability, 
and access.  
 
4. Trade decisions are not democratic or transparent, and exclude public health representatives.  Critical terms of 
the negotiations are not publicly known or debated in the public policy arena, and there is no voice for health care 
or public health in the negotiating process. 
 
The policies and actions of the United States and other governments play a pivotal role in shaping the ground rules 
for global trade.  The FTAA ministerial meeting presents an important opportunity to promote a safe and just global 
community with publicly accountable and sustainable health care, water supply, and other vital human services, and 
sound public health policies. To this end, we urge our elected representatives, the United States Trade 
Representative, and our allies around the globe advocating for fair trade agreements, to: 
1.     Assure that health takes priority over commercial interests. 
2. Call for an assessment of the impact of the FTAA and GATS on population health, and assure based on such 

assessment that these agreements do not have an adverse impact on health. 
3. Exclude vital human services such as health care and water, and intellectual property rules that affect 

affordable medications, from trade negotiations and challenge under the FTAA. 
4. Include public health representatives in the negotiating advisory process, and promote transparency and 

democratic accountability at all levels of trade negotiations. 
5. Support enforceable commitments to advancing population health, and to achieving universal access to health 

care, affordable medications, and safe, affordable water in the U.S. and internationally. 
(over, please) 
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Organizational endorsements (original signers) 
American College of Preventive Medicine, Jordan Richland, Exec. Dir. 
American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees 
American Nurses Association, Barbara Blakeney, President 
American Public Health Association (APHA), Georges Benjamin, Ex. 
Dir. 
Center for Policy Analysis on Trade and Health (CPATH), Ellen Shaffer, 
Joe Brenner, Dir. 
Doctors for Global Health  
Maquiladora Health and Safety Support Network, Garrett Brown, Dir. 
Physicians for Social Responsibility, Bob Musil, Ex. Dir. 
Public Services International, William Lucy, Vice Pres 
Trauma Foundation 
 
Additional Organizations 
ACT UP East Bay, John Iversen 
American Medical Student Association, Anjali Taneja, Jack Rutledge 
Fellow 
ASISTA! (Association for the Support of Indigenous Schools Throughout 
the Americas) , Rita Wirkala, PhD 
Attac/Sweden , Maija Savolainen, 
Breast Cancer Action, Barbara Brenner 
Canadian Auto Workers Union, Cathy Walker 
Citizens' Network on Essential Services (CNES), Nancy C. Alexander 
California Public Health Association – North, Adele R. Amodeo, MPH 
DeVany Industrial Consultants, Mary C. DeVany 
The Earthwise Company Ltd 
East Bay Women For Peace 
The Gaia Trust, Kate OConnell  
Gray Panthers of the East Bay, Margot Smith 
Health Care for ALL-Oregon, Betty Johnson 
Health GAP (Global Access Project) USA, Paul Davis 
Health Officers Association of California, Bruce Pomer 
Hesperian Foundation,  Sarah Shannon 
Hawaii Public Health Association, Pratisha Budhiraja, MS, MPH 
Institute of Social Medicine and Community Health, Walter J. Lear, M.D. 
NIHAC - the Northwest International Health Action Coalition, Mary 
Anne Mercer 
Our Bodies Ourselves, Judy Norsigian 
Pathways to Wellness/ AIDS Care Project - Boston MA, Elizabeth 
Sommers, MPH, 
People's Health Movement US (PHM-US), Tawnia Queen 
Physicians for Social Responsibility-Los Angeles, Felix Aguilar, MD, 
MPH, FAAFP 
Project EINO, Dennis Lazof, Ph.D. 
Project Inform, Ellen LaPointe, Executive Director 
United Methodist Church General Board of Church and Society 
Universal Health Care-Oregon, Ruth Duemler 
Women's Global Network for Reproductive Rights 
Women's Health Institute ,   Catherine DeLorey, RN, DrPH 
Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, Madeline Duckles 
The Workmen's Circle, Robert Kestenbaum 
 
APHA Past Presidents 
Susan Addiss, MPH, MUrS 
Myron Allukian, Jr., DDS, MPH 
Lester Breslow, MD, MPH 
E. Richard Brown, PhD 
June Jackson Christmas, MD 
C. William Keck, MD MPH 
Joyce Lashof, MD 
Barry S. Levy, MD, MPH 
Anthony Robbins, MD, MPA 
Ruth Roemer, JD 
John Romani, PhD 
Iris Shannon PhD, RN 
Victor W. Sidel, MD 
Myron Wegman, MD MPH 
Quentin Young, MD 
 
Individuals 
T.C. Adams, Adams and Goldenberg Associates 
Adele R. Amodeo, MPH, Senior Policy Associate, Public Health Institute  
Anne-Emanuelle Birn, Associate Professor, Canada Research Chair in 
International Health 
Dr. Eero Carroll, Swedish Institute for Social Research, Stockholm 
University 
Suzanne Christopher, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Montana State 
University 

Mardge Cohen, Director of Women's HIV Research, Cook County 
Hospital 
Eugene S. Farley, Jr, MD, MPH, Emeritus Faculty of Family Medicine, 
University of Wisconsin     
Linda Fabry Farley, MD, University of Wisconsin 
Amy Fairweather, Trauma Foundation 
Oliver Fein, M.D. Medical Care Section, APHA  
Marian R. Flum, Dept. of Work Environment, University of 
Massachusetts Lowell 
Erica Frank, MD, MPH, Associate Professor, Emory University School of 
Medicine 
Phyllis Freeman,  Professor, University of Massachusetts 
Sharon Garrett, MA, MPH, NW Coalition for AIDS Treatment in Africa 
John Giordano 
Janet Golden, Associate Professor, Rutgers University 
Sharon M. Goldenberg, Adams and Goldenberg Associates 
Gail Gordon, DrPH, Professor and Chair, Department of Health Sciences, 
New Jersey City University 
Janet Gottschalk,RN,DrPH,FAAN, Medical Mission Sisters' Alliance for 
Justice 
Amanda Greene, PhD, MPH, RN, Cancer Prevention Fellow, 
Roma Guy, Instructor and Program Associate, San Francisco State Univ 
R E Hersh, 
Erik Janson, MPH 
Norton Kalishman MD, Former Chief Medical Officer, New Mexico 
Dept of Health 
Janet Kalven, Grail Women Task  Force 
Mary Kugler 
Roberta J. Lee, RN,MSN,MPH, Asistant Professor of Clinical Nursing , 
University of Cincinnati 
Joel Lexchin MD, Associate Professor, School of Health Policy and 
Management,York University 
Charles Levenstein, PhD., M.Sc, Professor of Work Environment Policy, 
University of Massachusetts Lowell 
Martha Livingston, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Health and Society, 
SUNY College at Old Westbury 
Hardy Loe, Jr., MD, MPH, Associate Dean for Community Healt,h, 
University of Texas School  of Public Health 
Marianne McPherson, Our Bodies Ourselves 
Jack D. Miller DDS 
Bertie Mo, Ph.D., MPH 
Lisa Moore, Associate Professor,  San Francisco State University 
Ben Neufeld, Former National Affairs Chair, American Veterans 
Committee (AVC) 
Thomas Novotny,  Visiting Professor, UC San Francisco Medical Center 
Marie-Jo Ouimet MD, MSc, University of Montreal 
Peter Orris, MD, MPH, Professor, Internal and Preventive Medicine, 
Rush Medical College 
Robert G. Pedersen, MPA/MSES, 
Gloria Pereira-Papenburg, The Social Justice Committee (Canada) 
George Povey,  Clinical Professor,  U. of British Columbia 
Susan M. Reverby, PhD, Professor of Women's Studies, Wellesley 
College 
Belinda Ricklefs 
Anne L. Roesler, EdD (c), MPH, CHES, MPH Fieldwork Coordinator 
and Academic Fellow, San Jose State University 
Marjorie J. Robertson, Ph.D., Senior Scientist, Alcohol Research Group, 
Public Health Institute 
Beth Rosenberg, ScD, MPH, Asst. Prof, Tufts University Medical School 
Rose Schneider, President , Health Systems Management 
Omega Logan Silva, MD, MACP ,  Past President,  American Medical 
Women's Association 
Carlos Eduardo Siqueira, Research Assistant Professor , University of 
Massachusetts Lowell 
Tiffany Skogstrom, Health Care Without Harm, Boston, 
Kristen Smith, MPH, University of Florida 
Deborah Socolar, MPH 
Michael Sprinker, CIH, Research Scientist, International Chemical 
Workers Union Council/UFCW 
Patrice Sutton, Public Health Institute 
Elizabeth Tarlov, University of Illinois at Chicago School of Public  
Carlos y Marta Trotta, MD, President, Asociación Sindical de 
Profesionales de la Salud de  la Provincia de Buenos Aires (CICOP) 
Lynn Unruh, PhD, RN, Assistant Professor, University of Central Florida 
Shiney Varghese, Senior Associate, IATP 
Howard Waitzkin, MD PhD, University of New Mexico School of 
Medicine 
Alicia Yamin, Instructor, Harvard School of Public Health 
 


