HELP GIVE CONGRESS A 
GREATER SAY IN TRADE POLICY MAKING

COSPONSOR THE TRADE ADVISORY COMMITTEE REFORM ACT-HR 3204
Trade Advisory Committees (TAC) were created to ensure that stake holders in trade policy could provide technical and general policy advice to Congress and federal agencies in the formative stages of trade agreements. But the TAC system has not evolved over the years to accommodate the changing voices in the growing trade policy debate such as the health communities, non-profit organizations and consumer groups.  

Instead of being a forum to resolve conflicts and to reach consensus on issues important to the whole trade community, TACs are little more than a tool for agencies to defend pre-established policy positions.  This is not how TACs were intended to operate. 

In 2004, responding to GAO's recommendations, the Departments of Labor, Agriculture, Commerce and the Offices of the USTR and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) worked to reorganize and restructure the TAC system in order to improve the consultation process and shape the TACs to the emerging needs of the U.S. economy.  

Today, significant complaints continue that the committee structure still has not evolved to reflect the changing needs of the U.S. economy.  And, there are still concerns that the committees lack the structure or the will to accommodate non-commercial voices among trade's growing number of stake holders.  

That is why I introduced the Trade Advisory Committee Reform Act, or TAC Act to give Congress and non-commercial groups the opportunity to play a greater role in influencing TAC decision-making.  The TAC Act:

1)     Gives Congress a greater role in committee composition by allowing Congress to appoint 2/3rds of committee members;

2)     Requires each committee to include at least one environment, one healthcare and one labor representative; 

3)     Ensures that trade advisory committee reports are available for congressional review in advance of a transmission to Congress of any trade agreement;

4)     Requires relevant federal agencies to notify Congress of the steps they are taking to satisfy the concerns of TAC members;

5)     Establishes a separate Health Advisory Committee along side the existing Environment, Labor, Agriculture, Africa and Intergovernmental advisory committees.
