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ABSTRACT

Bacuground Global rade in heatn services is an emerging
trendl consising of 617 million patients annualy and is projecied
to attract investments of 3513 bilfon in the next 5 years

Objactivea: 1) Provide 3 brief 5ynapsis of recent yengs in glaoal
Irade in heamn senvices; 2) Explone £30201S I3t are driving e
growdh in iz industry; 3) Analyze the impact of the growsn; £)
Dievelop a famewoek fr sustEinatie and equititie developmant
o giobal trade in haalin serices

Resurls: Growth in giobal rade in heamh semvices is faciitalea oy
various supply and demard faciors. This growsn has sognisicant
impact an natianal and giobal economies, health sysiems, and
e equity.

Discussion: A giobal framework for susiainable and equitable
trade in heams senices snould be developed considering e
following fSour key areas: 1] Partnerships, 2] Financng, 3)
Semvices, and £) Consumers. These pilars for development
should have an undestying foundation of governance.

BACKGROUND

Glabal trade in health services is comprised of four aclivibes: 1)
Cross-boeder delivery of rade; 2) Consumption of Realn senices
akenad; 3) Commercial RESENGE; and 4) mavement of neaith
personnell. The focus of this study is the second mode of rade in
e, which is broady dedned as ihe organization of heam
services oulside of one's local emvionment?.

Glabally, Rearncare is e langest industry in the wor win a
markel value of aimost 53 Irlion each year for counines in he
Organization for Economic Cosperation and Development

{OEC0)". Based on the Woeld Tourism Onganzadon, apprommatsly
£17 million pecpie sought healthcare abeoad. This represented an
average annual growth of 3.9% and generated an estmated
spending of §513 billion between 2000 and 2005.

The gemand and revenus from glabal rade in heatn services ane
highest in Ewope, folowed by Asia-Pacific, Amenicas, ARica, ang
the Middle East [Figures 1.and 2%,
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1) Provide a brief synopsis of recent irends in giokal frade in
nzalih semvices

2) Explare the driving faciors for growin
3) Analyze the impact of the growth in this industry

4) Develop a framewari for sustainable development in giobal
Tace i nzaln senices

METHODS

Emensive |R=ralure search was camiad out usng Sconli,
PubMed, and EBSCO. Relevant peerreviewsd atices ware
seiected Further search was conduched Sor reviews and reports
from regional and intemiational health and trade organizations.
These include e World Trade Organzation, Wond Healin
Organization, and the Organization for Econamic Cooperation
and Development. Detailed financial reports from s2iecisd neaith
care providers were aisg wilized for market research

RESULTS

Diniving Fachors for Global Trads in Health Ssrvices
The driving faclors can be described as changes in the supply and

demand of neakn services which are listed in Tale 1.
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FRAMEWORK FOR GLOBAL TRADE IM HEALTH SERVICES

Su=tainable O opm
of Global Trade in Health

Global trade in health services may resull in various posive and
negalive iIMpacts 1 eXporing and imparting counyies

The poaitive impacts ncude

1) Potersial improvements in giobal heaith sysiems

) Viable ahematves o unnsured populations

3) Postive externaliies by creating a mutipher efectin e
exparting counties

The nagative impacts ncude

1) Dual nearncre markst sinicre

2| Information asymmetry

3) Heamncare professionals beain drain

4) Negative exiemaliies such a3 widening ineguitizs n nzain
sEs

GOVERNANCE

The rapid growin of giokal rade in healin services and the
patertial impacts on national and global econamiss and heatn
SYSIEMS Gemand an urgent nesd 10 develop an imematanal
framework for sustainaiie devaiopment. The four pillars of his
propased framework are:

1jParinershipa — Tne giotal rade in health sevices
ENGOMpasses 3 benad range of raditonally unrEied secors fom
insormal and formal health senvices 1o lourism and hespitalty
SEctors. Curently, signscam development, financing, ana resource
alocation decizions in this ingusiry are mage without cansf
corsideration of the sozioeconomic and healh impacls. Thersfone,
parnerships among the stakenoiders in the giodal Fade in healn
sanvices af imemational, intersecioral, and public-private gomains
are a5zenta

2JFinancing - E=cient mechanisms of peolng and purchasing
far frade in health seriices are vital i sustainabilty. The role of

overnance in the dnancing pilaris fo ensure that financal
FEinments used ane progressive in naire.

3yBervices — There is @ danger of increased nformation
a5yMMELry With growin in nealth Senices Trage. TS is due o
language hamers, culural differences, and a wide variance in
acceptable quality and standards. Global heah sevices should
be developed with investments to standardize human resaurces,
tEchnology, ressarch and development, and quality assurance.

4)Conaumer empowerment — Education and empowerment of
the corsumers in the healin dsurism indusiry i= chalenging but
EssENtial In e current maret, thene 2% grave risis for tase
advertizing and marketing where CoNSUMErs are poony equinped
with techrical information and knowiedge. Consumers’ inleresis
snould b protected ia Bducation and advomacy.

Undestying these pillars of development should be an
inmzmatonal govemance bady bo ensure the regulation, Iraining
conlracing and coliaboradion of key stakehoidars.
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Giobal rade in healin senvices is rapadly gaining momentum with
polendally significant impacts on local, national and gicbal
egongmies as well a5 national and ntemational healn systems.
Currenly, the growth and expansion of this global frade are not
under any formal imergovernmental or in\emational regulation
and oversight. Furthermore, there is imited pubished research
on the obsenved and potential impacts of ha expanging inousTy.

In this paper, an analysis of the current markel was camied cut 1o
develop an internationally framewark with the goal of equilsble
and sustainable global frade in heath senvices gevelopment.
Four essential pilars of Me proposed Famenoni ae efepive
pamzrships, equitalie nancing sirategies, diverse and effident
qualiy services, as well as education and empowerment of the
public.

The propased framework for sustainabie and equitatie giotal
rade in nealih servises s prelminary in nature. Furher stugies
Wit SCiErific vigor and gathering of reiabie data in the deid of
giobal trade in health services are necessary in ander o develop
e most appropriate and proacive strategies io reap the benefits
while curtailing potental negative iIMEacts of e emerging
nausiry.
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